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the last blows were struck, and as the waters burst their
way through, De Lesseps cried in ringing tones: " In
the name of His Highness, Mohammed Said, I com-
mand that the waters of the Mediterranean enter Lake
Timsah, by the grace of God! "
Congratulations showered on the happy inspirer of
the great scheme, who had fought so indomitably for
its realisation. The Empress Eugenie sent him her
greetings, while the Emperor elevated him to be a Com-
mander of the Legion of Honour.
We turn now to another side of the picture which
throws light on De Lesseps' marvellous personal influ-
ence and strength of character. It was many years
later, when he had been elected a member of the French
Academy. Ernest Renan, the Director, in his magnifi-
cent oratorical address harked back to those days when
the canal was in the making. We cannot forbear from
making a somewhat lengthy quotation of his remarks,
for he had been an eyewitness of some of the scenes
which he describes.
" Your ascendency over that world so strangely
endowed with rough-and-ready energy was some-
thing incredible. You astonished M. Barthelemy St.
Hilaire, who could follow you at last no longer.
You were, in short, a king, and you enjoyed the
advantages of sovereignty, and learnt the great lesson
which it teaches, that of indulgence, pity, pardon
and disdain. I have seen myself your kingdom in
the desert. When crossing the Ouadi from Zagazig
to Ismailia, you gave me as guide one of your
subjects. He was, I believe, an ex-brigand whom